
 

Key 

       Birth to Three 

       Three and Four-Year-Olds  

       Reception 

Reception Term 1 PLOD Planning 
 

Entry and Exit points (WOW moments!) 

Entry point – Dress up for a beach party (paddling 
pools, sand, water trays etc)  

Exit point – Under the Sea class party  

 

Stories and songs  

 Shark in the park/dark  

 Commotion in the Ocean  

 Hooray for fish  

 Sharing a shell  

 Pirates love underpants  

 Pete the Cat and the Treasure Map  

 Ten Little Pirates  

 Out of the Blue  

 Beach day 

 Flotsam  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characteristics of Effective Teaching and 
Learning: 

Playing and Exploring 

Children investigate and experience things and ‘have 
a go.’ 

Active Learning 

Children concentrate and keep on trying if they 
encounter difficulties and enjoy achievements. 

Creating and Thinking Critically 

Children have and develop their own ideas, make 
links between ideas and develop strategies for doing 
things. 

 Articulate their ideas and 

thoughts in well-formed 

sentences. 

 Learn new vocabulary.  

 Use new vocabulary through 

the day. 

 Engage in non-fiction books 

 

Flotsam story – talk about pictures  
 

 
 

 Build constructive and respectful 

relationships.  

 Express their feelings and 

consider the feelings of others 
 

 Progress towards a more fluent 

style of moving, with developing 

control and grace. 

 Use their core muscle strength to 

achieve a good posture when 

sitting at a table or sitting on the 

floor. 

 Develop the foundations of a 

handwriting style which is fast, 

accurate and efficient. 

 Further develop the skills they 

need to manage the school day 

successfully 

  
 

 Count objects, actions and sounds 

 Subitise 

 Link the number symbol (numeral) with its 

cardinal number value 

 Talk about and explore 2D and 3D shapes 

(for example, circles, rectangles, triangles 

and cuboids) using informal and 

mathematical language: ‘sides’, ‘corners’; 

‘straight’, ‘flat’, ‘round’. 

 Continue, copy and create repeating 

patterns. 

  

 

 Read individual letters by 

saying the sounds for them. 

 Blend sounds into words, so 

that they can read short words 

made up of known letter 

sound correspondences. 

 Form lower-case and capital 

letters correctly. 

 
 

 Comment on images of familiar situations in the past. • 

Compare and contrast characters from stories, 

including figures from the past. 

 Explore the natural world around them. 

 Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside. 

 Draw information from a simple map 

 
 

 Return to and build on their previous learning, refining 

ideas and developing their ability to represent them.  

 Create collaboratively sharing ideas, resources and 

skills 

 Explore and engage in music making and dance, 

performing solo or in groups. 
 

Ocean treasures  

  



 

Key 

       Birth to Three 

       Three and Four-Year-Olds  

       Reception 

Reception Term 1 PLOD Planning 
 

Entry and Exit points (WOW moments!) 

Entry point  

 I am special  

 Mini tour 

 Mini scavenger hunt  

 Surprise picnic  

 

Exit point  

Tea party  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characteristics of Effective Teaching and 
Learning: 

Playing and Exploring 

Children investigate and experience things and ‘have 
a go.’ 

Active Learning 

Children concentrate and keep on trying if they 
encounter difficulties and enjoy achievements. 

Creating and Thinking Critically 

Children have and develop their own ideas, make 
links between ideas and develop strategies for doing 
things. 

 Use a wider range of 

vocabulary. 

 Engage in story times. 

 Understand how to listen 

carefully and why listening is 

important. 
 

 Select and use activities and resources with help, 
when needed.  

 Develop their sense of responsibility and 
membership of community.  

 Become more outgoing with unfamiliar people, in 
the safe context of their setting. • Show more 
confidence in new social situations.  

 • Play with one or more other children, extending 
and elaborating play ideas.  

  Help to find solutions to conflicts and rivalries.  

 • Increasingly follow rules, understanding why they 
are important.  

  Do not always need an adult to remind them of a 
rule.  

  Develop appropriate ways of being assertive.  

 Talk with others to solve conflicts.  

 Talk about their feelings using words like ‘happy’, 
‘sad’, ‘angry’ or ‘worried’.  

 Begin to understand how others might be feeling. 
 

 Match their developing 

physical skills to tasks and 

activities in the setting.  

(Obstacle course) 

 Use one-handed tools and 

equipment, for example, 

making snips in paper with 

scissors. 

 Combine different 

movements with ease and 

fluency 

 Recite numbers past 5. 

 Say one number for each item in 

order: 1,2,3,4,5 

 Link numerals and amounts 
 

 
o number rhymes 
o number blocks  
o counting games  

 

• Understand the five key concepts about print: - 

print has meaning 
 • Develop their phonological awareness 
 • Engage in extended conversations about 
stories, learning new vocabulary. (reading area)  
• Use some of their print and letter knowledge in 
their early writing.  
• Write some or all of their name.  
• Write some letters accurately. (Post their names, 
envelopes)  
  

 Phase one  

 Mr. Wiggle and Mrs. Waggle  

 You choose  
 

 Talk about what they see, using a wide vocabulary 

 Explore how things work 

 Name and describe people who are familiar to them 

 
 

 Draw with increasing complexity and detail, such as 
representing a face with a circle and including details. 
(Portraits)  

 Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their 
ideas and feelings. 

 

 Mr Potato heads with real potatoes  
 

 

Chattering Children 

  



 

Key 

       Birth to Three 

       Three and Four-Year-Olds  

       Reception 

Reception Term 1 PLOD Planning 
 

Entry and Exit points (WOW moments!) 

Entry point – children come in dressed in their home 
country clothes and bring national food.  

Exit point – Home country project 

Stories and songs  

 The magic paintbrush (book)  

 Handa’s Surprise  

 Aladdin  

 Mulan  

 The Emperors New Groove 

 Lion King  

 Brave  

 Raya  

 Rescuers Down Under  
 

 

Characteristics of Effective Teaching and 
Learning: 

Playing and Exploring 

Children investigate and experience things and ‘have 
a go.’ 

Active Learning 

Children concentrate and keep on trying if they 
encounter difficulties and enjoy achievements. 

Creating and Thinking Critically 

Children have and develop their own ideas, make 
links between ideas and develop strategies for doing 
things. 

 Connect one idea or action to another 

using a range of connectives.  

 Describe events in some detail. 

 Ask questions to find out more and to 

check they understand what has been 
said to them. 

 Learn rhymes, poems and songs. 

 Listen to and talk about selected non-

fiction to develop a deep familiarity 

with new knowledge and vocabulary. 

 Develop social phrases  

 See themselves as a valuable 

individual. 

 Think about the perspectives of 

others. 
 

 Develop their small motor 

skills so that they can use a 

range of tools competently, 

safely and confidently. 

Suggested tools: pencils for 

drawing and writing, 

paintbrushes, scissors, knives, 

forks and spoons. 
 

 Count beyond ten.  

 Compare numbers. 

 Understand the ‘one more 

than/one less than’ 

relationship between 

consecutive numbers. 

 Compare length, weight and 

capacity. 
 

Spell words by identifying the sounds 

and then writing the sound with 

letter/s. 

Re-read what they have written to 

check that it makes sense. 
 

 Talk about members of their immediate family and community 

 Understand that some places are special to members of their 
community. 

 Recognise that people have different beliefs and celebrate special 
times in different ways.  

 Recognise some similarities and differences between life in this 
country and life in other countries 

 Compare and contrast characters from stories, including figures 
from the past. 

 

 Watch and talk about dance and performance art, 

expressing their feelings and responses. 

 Develop storylines in their pretend play. 
 
 
 

Dragons on sticks  
National dances  

All Around the 

World  

  


