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Helping your child develop reading comprehension skills? 

Prior to reading a book about animals that live in the sea, you’d first explain to your child how fish 
differ from land animals, and why they have to live underwater in a different environment. Previewing 
the text to discover unfamiliar words is also wise as it allows you to explain these to your child before 
you begin to read. But it doesn’t stop there. Ask your child if they’ve ever seen a fish, either in the sea, 
in a river, a lake, or even in a pet shop! If they’re excited about fish, take them to the aquarium and 
discuss the fish you see. Talking about topics really helps to develop comprehension. 

More Reading; Less TV 

Research indicates that children are exposed to a wider array of words in reading books compared to 
sitting and watching TV. Therefore, anything your child reads or has read to them will broaden their 
vocabulary to a greater degree than if they were to spend that time sitting and watching a TV show or 
a move.  

It’s crucial to remember that your little one’s listening vocabulary is far more expansive than their 
reading vocabulary. When you sit down and read a book that your child is interested in, both their 
writing and reading vocabularies will broaden. Why? Well, if your child has heard a specific word in 
context when it’s read or presented to them in the classroom environment they’ll have no issues 
recognising it, yet with far greater comprehension than if they’d never heard it in context. 
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Reading and Thinking Aloud 

Proficient readers subconsciously create images inside their head while they’re reading a book – 
something that is part and parcel of the natural comprehension process. When reading aloud to your 
child, take a moment to think out loud about what you’re visualising or questions that may arise from 
reading the text. In short, this means explaining to your child the pictures, questions, and connections 
that form in your mind as you read a sentence or paragraph. 

Let Your Child Lead Be Teacher! 

Children spend most of their younger years being taught; it’s how the learning process works. 
However, if you offer your child the chance to be the teacher, they’ll jump at it! When reading with 
your child, take it in turns to summarise the text, ask questions, and make predictions about what 
might happen next. Remember, you must assume the role of the student and your child, the teacher. 
Your little teacher will love asking you questions and asking you what you think of the story. Not only 
will this help to build their reading comprehension, but it will also help to build confidence, something 
that children often lack where reading and learning is concerned.  

Make it Interesting! 

If there’s one thing that’s an absolute must, it’s keeping your child motivated and interested. Even as 
adults, we know how quickly we can switch off if we have no interest in something or are just flat out 
bored, so remember that it’s probably even harder for children with their over-active, creative 
imaginations! Discuss with your child which types of books they enjoy the most and which topics 
interest them more than others. Although it’s essential for you to guide them in the right direction and, 
ultimately, develop their reading comprehension, you’ll not achieve this if your child has zero 
motivation to read.  

 
 
A great guidance video to support how to read with your child:  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M4Sl87VPX_4 
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