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How we teach reading in school

Early Years • Introduction to phonics
• Listening and responding 

to stories

Years 1 and 2 • Consolidation of phonics
• Introduction to Oxford 

Reading Tree books
• Library books

Years 3 and 4 • Oxford Reading Tree 
books

• Library books

Years 5 and 6 • Accelerated Reading



Accelerated Reader: A Guide for 
Parents

From Year 5 onwards, all students take part 
in the  Accelerated Reader programme, 
which is designed to do the following 
things:

• Find books that are the right ability for 
your child

• Encourage your child to read more
• Improve your child’s reading ability.



How it works…

At the start of each term every student took a 
Star Test, which is a computer-based test that 
measures a student’s reading ability through a 
series of 34 questions.

Every test for every student is different, and the 
computer selects different questions for each 
student dependent on how well they answer the 
previous questions. Essentially, the computer 
adapts the test to suit your son or daughter.

Once the student has completed the test, they 
are then given a ZPD score by their teacher.



How STAR tests work

1) The student must  take their time. It is recommended that 
each child should spend at least 20 minutes on their 
tests. Students are used to working quickly in timed 
conditions, but during a STAR test it is about 
concentration, focus and careful reading.

2) Students should not guess answers to questions. Instead, 
they should wait for the question to time out. This is to 
ensure the computer is not given a false impression of the 
student’s reading ability. 

3) Tests are done in exam conditions without any help from 
other students or the teacher. 





A ZPD score is given to your child after 
completing the STAR test

ZPD is two numbers that the student uses 
to choose their next reading book.

The lowest number is the lowest level of 
book the student should be choosing.

The highest number is the highest level of 
book the student should be choosing.

Students keep a record of all their ZPDs in 
their homework diaries

A new STAR test takes place every term, 
so students can see improvements in their 
reading ability, but also choose more 
challenging books. 
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AR Quizzes

A quiz is different to a STAR test because students only take a quiz after
they have finished a book. 

There are usually about 10 questions on the book that has been read. At the 
end of the quiz the students are given a percentage to show them how well 
they have done. 

There are some important rules for taking quizzes:

1) The book the child is quizzed on must be a book they have read in 
the last two weeks. AR is not a memory test but rather measuring 
reading ability.

2) A student cannot take a quiz until they have read the entire text.
3) Quizzes must be done individually, not with anyone’s help.
4) When a child has passed three quizzes on on ZPD level, they should move 

on to the next level.



How much should my child read each day?

• All children in Milepost Three should be reading 
for at least 30 minutes daily.

• You may wish for you child to read for longer, 
however we must be careful not to make reading 
a chore or punishment.

• Reading time should include questioning and 
discussion.



• As with anything, performance improves with 
practice.

• Create a culture of reading in your household 
by reading with your child, starting a home 
library, visiting the new Qatar library, Jarir, 
Virgin, Borders or Fnac. 

How can I help?



www.arbookfind.co.uk

It’s not just books from the Park House Library 
that students can read, they can read books 
from home and take quizzes on them!

You can use ARBookFind.co.uk to check 
whether your child’s current book is on 
Accelerated Reader. 



The Importance of Shared Reading

Reading together is fun 
and helps build 
relationships.

The impact lasts a lifetime. Readers 
are more confident and have 

greater job opportunities. 

Books contain new words that 
will help build your child’ 

language and understanding.

It’s the most important thing 
you can do to help your child 

succeed.



The Importance of Questioning

• We must encourage active listening and 
reading skills.

• Targeted questioning keeps children engaged.
• Questioning helps children learn new 

vocabulary.
• Questioning encourages children to think more 

deeply about what is happening in their book.
• Questioning promotes a good relationship 

between children and the adults with whom 
they read.



Different Types of Questions

• Expression of opinion, why your child likes or 
dislikes the book

• Recall of facts and key information
• Vocabulary – what does this mean?
• Sequencing of main events as they happened in the 

book

• Considering character motivation
• Use of language – why has the author chosen this 

word?
• Purpose and viewpoint
• Inference – clues within the text






