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How we teach reading in school

Early Years • Introduction to phonics
• Listening and responding 

to stories

Years 1 and 2 • Consolidation of phonics
• Introduction to Oxford 

Reading Tree books
• Library books

Years 3 and 4 • Oxford Reading Tree 
books

• Library books

Years 5 and 6 • Accelerated Reading



In Years 3 & 4

• Solid foundation in phonics
• Stage books – Oxford Reading Tree and 

Collins Big Cat
• Library books







Stage Books

• Oxford Reading Tree and Collins Big Cat
• As the UK’s most successful reading scheme, 

Oxford Reading Tree is currently used in over 
80% of primary schools and has helped 
millions of children from all over the world 
learn to read  

• Schools across the world use Oxford Reading 
Tree books, including series such as Floppy's 
Phonics, Biff, Chip and Kipper, Traditional Tales, 
Songbirds Phonics, inFact, and Story Sparks

• Progressing through the colour bands







How much should my child read each 
day?

• All children in Milepost Two should be reading for 
at least 30 minutes daily.

• You may wish for you child to read for longer, 
however we must be careful not to make reading 
a chore or punishment.

• Reading time should include questioning and 
discussion.



• As with anything, performance improves with 
practice.

• Create a culture of reading in your household 
by reading with your child, starting a home 
library, visiting the new Qatar library, Jarir, 
Virgin, Borders or Fnac. 

How can I help?



1. It’s still good to share
Don’t give up on talking about picture books, short chapter 
books and even sharing bedtime stories and information books 
with your child. Choose what to read together and exchange 
views. Sharing a love of reading will rub off on them!
2. Take the lead
Try reading slightly more difficult books together – you read one 
page and your child reads the next, or you read the main 
information and they read the captions. Hearing you read 
fluently and seeing you read for information will help them to 
see what reading can be.

Sharing Reading



3. Encourage an opinion
Talk about books when you’ve finished reading together. Talk 
about the characters and what happens in a story, or what 
specific bit of information was most useful, but also get them to 
give you their opinions too. Let them tell you if they don’t like a 
book, and why. Part of growing as a reader is learning that it’s 
OK not to like some books or to prefer reading on-screen 
sometimes!
4. Make links
As well as talking about the book itself, make links between 
events or information in the book and your child’s own 
experiences: ‘Do you remember when we did that ...?’. Get them 
to ask questions too: ‘Is that how Grandad does it too?’.

Sharing Reading



1. It’s still important to listen
Your child may be bringing home slightly longer books from 
school now, but they are still likely to be part of a reading 
programme and levelled in difficulty so teachers can match the 
best books to your child’s skills. It should be a comfortable read 
– endless struggling is no fun and can put children off! Enjoy 
talking about it together too.
2. Still phonics first
It’s still good to try sounding out and blending a word your child 
gets stuck on. But now you may also try different tactics too. For 
example, get them to say the first sound of the word, or break it 
into chunks or syllables, for example camp-ing or butt-er-fly. 
Alternatively, ask them to read the whole sentence again, 
focusing on the meaning.

Practising and Developing 
Reading Skills



3. Spot letter patterns in words
Ask your child to point out words that look like they should rhyme but 
don’t: home and come; do and no. And words which do rhyme even though 
they look different: come and sum; there, bear, hair. This will help with their 
writing too.
4. Get your child to perform
When your child reads aloud encourage lots of expression and get them to 
use different voices for the different characters or to use different volume or 
pace. Reading to a younger sibling might demand this and is great practice! 
Or get them to try learning a poem off by heart. And making a sound 
recording is fun too.
5. Quiet time and silent reading
As well as reading books aloud together, encourage your child to sometimes 
read alone and sometimes silently. This isn’t as easy as it sounds, but it 
shows that your child is reading more effortlessly. Show how you read your 
own book or newspaper silently.

Practising and Developing 
Reading Skills



The Importance of Shared Reading

Reading together is fun 
and helps build 
relationships.

The impact lasts a lifetime. Readers 
are more confident and have 

greater job opportunities. 

Books contain new words that 
will help build your child’ 

language and understanding.

It’s the most important thing 
you can do to help your child 

succeed.



The Importance of Questioning

• We must encourage active listening and 
reading skills.

• Targeted questioning keeps children engaged.
• Questioning helps children learn new 

vocabulary.
• Questioning encourages children to think more 

deeply about what is happening in their book.
• Questioning promotes a good relationship 

between children and the adults with whom 
they read.



Different Types of Questions

• Expression of opinion, why your child likes or 
dislikes the book

• Recall of facts and key information
• Vocabulary – what does this mean?
• Sequencing of main events as they happened in the 

book

• Considering character motivation
• Use of language – why has the author chosen this 

word?
• Purpose and viewpoint
• Inference – clues within the text






